
Fifth Sunday of Lent                                         March 22, 2026 

ONE IN FAITH Area Catholic Community of 

St. Mary - Melrose, Sacred Heart - Freeport 
Immaculate Conception - New Munich  

St. Rose of Lima - St. Rosa, St. Michael - Spring Hill 
St. Andrew - Greenwald, St. John - Meire Grove  

Fr. Daniel Walz, Pastor 
Fr. Mitchell Bechtold, Pastor 

Fr. Oswaldo Roche, Parochial Vicar 
 

Melrose - Spring Hill -  
Greenwald - Meire Grove Office: 

 

Hours: Monday - Thursday   8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
               Friday   8:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Office Phone:  320-256-4207 
Fr. Mitchell Bechtold:  320-256-9512 
     mlbechtold@outlook.com 
Fr. Oswaldo Roche:  320-256-9513 
  froswaldo@stmarysofmelrose.com 
Office Email: pam@stmarysofmelrose.com 
Faith Formation: faithformation@stmarysofmelrose.com 
Website: www.oneinfaith.org 
Facebook:  Church of St. Mary, Melrose 
Mailing Address:   755 Kraft Drive SE  
                                    Melrose, MN 56352 

 

Freeport - New Munich - St. Rosa Office:  
 

 

Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
 Friday    9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Office Phone:  320-836-2143 
Office Email:  triparish@albanytel.com 
Faith Formation: faithformation@catholic-centered.org 
Website: www.sacredheartfreeport.org 
Facebook:  Tri Parish 
Mailing Address: PO Box 155 
 Freeport, MN 56331 
 

Bulletin Announcements 
Deadline: Tuesday before 9:00 am  
Email information to: bulletin@catholic-centered.org 

 

Confession Times 
Fridays 7:45 am Sacred Heart 
Saturdays 3:30 pm St. Andrew 
Saturdays 3:30 pm  Immaculate Conception 
Saturdays 4:30 pm  St. Mary 
Sundays 11:00 am St. Mary 
Or by appointment. Call the Parish Office.  

 

Marriage  
Couples are to begin preparation 6-12 months in  
advance and must call the respective Parish Office   
before setting a date.  
*Diocesan Marriage Preparation Classes are required.  

 

Baptism & OCIA 
If you are interested in having your child baptized 
or participating in the OCIA program, contact the       
respective Parish Office.  

 

Anointing of the Sick  
Homebound Communion 

Pastoral Visitation   
Joining/Leaving a Parish 

 

If you have any of the above or other pastoral 
needs, please call the respective Parish Office or 
check the parish websites.  

Continued on page 3 

When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said to 
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus 

saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he became      
perturbed and deeply troubled and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said 

to him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus wept. John 11:32-35 
 

Jesus’ humanity shines clearly in today’s Gospel. In the face of Lazarus’ death, Jesus 
is deeply moved by the grief around Him. The Gospel says He “became deeply        
distressed and troubled” and eventually “wept.” The Greek word for “deeply         
distressed,” embrimaomai, suggests a strong emotional disturbance, even indignation 
or anger. It could be translated as “He snorted in spirit,” indicating an involuntary, 
visceral response from the depth of His soul. Some commentators suggest Jesus’          
anger wasn’t directed at the people weeping but at the reality of death itself, caused by 
sin. As God, Jesus knew death was never part of the Father’s original plan for                
humanity. From a divine perspective, He saw death as a consequence of sin. From this 
point of view, death provoked righteous indignation and deeply troubled His human 
heart.  
 

As the passage continues, Jesus’ humanity is powerfully portrayed in the shortest 
verse in the Bible: “And Jesus wept.” Why did He weep? Saint Paul reminds us in 
Hebrews: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every way, yet without 
sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus’ tears show us that the Holy Trinity knows human pain 
firsthand. The Incarnate Son allowed Himself to experience sorrow, and the Father 
and the Holy Spirit shared in this sorrow through Him.  
 

It’s important to note that Jesus’ sorrow was different from the weeping of Lazarus’ 
sisters and the others present. Jesus’ weeping uses the Greek word edakrysen, which 
means “to shed tears” or “weep silently.” His tears were personal, controlled, intimate, 
heartfelt, and full of divine compassion. In contrast, the weeping of the others is         
described by the Greek word klaió, meaning loud wailing, a typical expression of 
communal and ritualistic mourning at the time. Jesus’ grief was neither ritualistic nor 
excessive; it was intimate and heartfelt, born from personal sorrow and divine       
compassion.  

Jesus ’ 
Human 

and  
Divine 
Love 

https://ref.ly/Heb%204.15;rsvce?t=biblia
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ACC Mass Times and Intentions  ~  March 23 -  29 

St. Mary - Melrose 
Mo 6:30 pm  Misa en español  
   Familia Rodriguez Martinez 
Tu 8:00 am  †Jeffrey Hinnenkamp 
We 8:00 am  †Rosie Dickhaus 
Th 8:00 am  †Harriette Scherer 
*Fr 8:30 am  No School 
   †Kevin Olmscheid 
Sa 5:00 pm  †Beatrice Rademacher 
*Su 9:00 am  †Dick, †Rosie, & †Dale Van Beck 
Su 11:30 am  Misa en Español  
   †Javier Botello 
   †Gumecindo Botello 
   †Jova Becerra 

Sacred Heart - Freeport 
We 8:15 am SH School Mass 
  †Poor Souls in Purgatory 
Fr 8:15 am †Lola & †Virgil Hemker 
Su 8:00 am †Fred, †Jerry, & †Lorene Pfau 

    Adoration 

St. Mary - Melrose 
First Thursday of the month 6:30 pm  

in Spanish (en Español) 

and 

Saturdays, 8:00 - 9:00 am 
 

Sacred Heart - Freeport  
Adoration is suspended  

until further notice due to painting  
of the interior of the church. 

Immaculate Conception - New Munich 
Th 8:15 am Special Intention 
Sa 4:00 pm For the People 
 

St. Rose of Lima - St. Rosa 
Tu 8:15 am †Robert Stoermann 
Su 10:00 am †Deceased/Living Members of 
        Henry Petermeier Family 
 

St. Michael - Spring Hill 
Tu 8:00 am †Deceased/Living Members of the  
  St. Mary’s Mission Society, Spring Hill 
Su 10:00 am †Benjamin Gruenes 
 

St. Andrew - Greenwald 
Th 8:00 am SJSA School Mass 
  †Alcuin Illies 
Sa 4:00 pm For the People 
 

St. John - Meire Grove 
We 8:00 am †Amy Granby 
Su 8:00 am †Alphonse Imdieke *Mass will be livestreamed.   

Visit: oneinfaith.org for the YouTube link. 

Parish News: 
~ St. Mary ~ St. Michael ~ St. Andrew ~ St. John ~ 

• On that sacred evening of Holy Thursday, Jesus rose 
from supper, took off His outer garments, wrapped a towel around 
His waist, and knelt before His disciples to wash their feet. It was 
the posture of a servant—yet it was the Lord of all who knelt.   
During the Holy Thursday liturgy, the rite is often referred to as the 
Mandatum, from Jesus' words at the Last Supper (Jn 13:14) and 
also the first word of one of the antiphons that can be chanted   
during the ceremony: "Mandatum novum do vobis…" (I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you, 
says the Lord). This rite signifies, in a powerful way, the love we 
are called to have for one another. If you would like to have your 
feet washed, please contact Sarah Woeste in the office (256-9516) 
or sign up in the sacristy at St. Mary’s.  

• St. Mary’s Environment Committee will meet at the  
following times to prepare the environment for Holy Week:         
Thursday, March 26 at 9:00 am, Wednesday, April 1 at 9:00 am, 
and Saturday, April 4 at 8:00 am.    

One In Faith Area Catholic Community News  

     Parish News: 
 ~ Sacred Heart ~ Immaculate Conception ~ St. Rose of Lima ~ 

• Welcome to Alexandra Kremers who has accepted the 
position of Director of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry for 
Sacred Heart, Freeport; Immaculate Conception, New Munich; and 
St. Rose of Lima, St. Rosa. Alexandra and her husband reside in 
Spring Hill. We are excited and look forward to having Alexandra 
join us. Her first day will be May 4, 2026.  

• Ministry Schedules for April and Easter Triduum 
were mailed or emailed to all ministers. They are also available on 
the Tri-Parish website. Carefully check the schedule, especially 
Holy Thursday and Holy Saturday, as these are Tri-Parish Masses, 
and ministers from all three churches are assigned to serve at these 
Masses. If you are unable to fulfill your ministry on the date 
scheduled, please find a replacement, and notify the Tri-Parish 
Office. Thank you for sharing your time and talent with our parish. 

• Weekday Ministers and Adorers The Tri-Parish is looking 
for individuals who would be willing to be a sacristan, server,    
rosary leader, or lector at the weekday (Tuesday through Friday) 
Masses, as well as adorers for Adoration which is held on Fridays 
from 9:00 am-1:00 pm. If you have an interest in these ministries 
and would be willing to help out, please contact the parish office. 
We are willing to work around your schedule, so even if you can 
only help out once a month, please prayerfully consider sharing 
your time and talent with the parish.  

• Forty Cans For Lent St. Joseph the Worker Knights of     
Columbus will again be sponsoring the Forty Cans For Lent       
program. This program donates food items and/or cash to the    
Melrose Food Shelf. There are totes in each of the three churches in 
the Tri-Parish where you can place your items or cash. This is a 
great way for you to make a difference for those that are in need! 
The Knights of Columbus would like to Thank You for any       
donation that you can make! May your Lenten Journey bring you 
closer to God!  

One in Faith ACC News Continued on page 7 

Parish Office Closure The Melrose and Freeport Parish Offices 
will be closed on Friday, April 3. 
 

One In Faith ACC Employment Opportunity... 
•Director of Faith Formation & Youth Ministry The Church of St. 

Mary’s, Melrose, is seeking a full-time Director to 
oversee K–12 Faith Formation, Sacrament Preparation, 
and Youth Ministry. Applicants must be practicing 
Catholics in good standing, experience in teaching 
faith formation at different grade levels, able to 

meet diocesan Safe Environment requirements, and available for 
flexible scheduling (may include some evenings/weekends).       
Reliable transportation is required and salary is based on             
experience. For information or to apply: oif@stmarysofmelrose.com  

 

Chrism Mass for the Diocese of St. Cloud will be 
held Thursday, March 26 at 7:00 pm at the Cathedral of 
St. Mary, St. Cloud. This solemn liturgy takes place 
once a year at the Cathedral, during which Bishop 
Neary will consecrate the holy oils (the Oil of          
Catechumens, the Oil of the Sick, and the Sacred Chrism) used in 
parishes of our diocese throughout the coming year. 

Colored Easter Eggs for Sale: Order your dyed  
Easter Eggs to support our Tri-Parish Youth. $5 per    
dozen. Call the Parish Office in Freeport at              
320-836-2143 to place your order. 



Church of St. Mary 
Physical Address: 755 Kraft Drive SE    

Melrose, MN 56352 

Weekly Offerings  

Total…………………...…………………………………….. $14,257.00 

Regular Adult Offering .………….…………………………. 12,955.00 

Plate/Loose …...……...………………………………………. 783.00 

Designated Funds ……………………………………………. 519.00 
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Church of the Sacred Heart 
Physical Address: 106 3rd Avenue NE  Freeport, MN 56331     

Church Basement 320-836-2191 

Weekly Offerings  

St. Mary’s Calendar Raffle  
 

 03-15 $25 Dave & Bernie Sieben, Melrose  
 03-16 $25 Darrly Mayes, El Cajon, CA  
 03-17 $25 Chuck Schlicht, Melrose  
 03-18 $25 Jerome & Kim Duevel, Melrose  
 03-19 $25 Kenneth Hinnenkamp, Melrose  
 03-20 $25 Rita Poepping, Freeport 
 03-21 $25 Christine Ioltz, Minneapolis  

Total……………………….………………………………. $6,359.46 

Regular Adult Offering ...…………………………………. 5,082.46 

Plate ………………………………………………………. 155.00 

Votive …………………………………………………….. 27.00 

Building/Maintenance ……………………………………. 75.00 

Catholic Relief Services ………………………………….. 45.00 

Easter Flowers ……………………………………………. 475.00 

Painting Project …………………………………………… 500.00 

Parish Events 
 

Su 03/22 1:00 pm Lenten Book Study - Tri-Parish Office 
Mo 03/23  Church Painting Continues 
Tu 03/24 2:45 pm SHS Strings Practice 
Tu 03/24 7:10 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting - NM 
We 03/25 6:00 pm Faith Formation Grades 1-6 
We 03/25 7:00 pm Faith Formation Grades 7-9 
We 03/25 7:00 pm SHS Shadow Stations - SHS Gym 
Th 03/26 1:30 pm SHS Shadow Stations - SHS Gym 
Th 03/26 7:00 pm Faith Formation Grade 10 Chrism Mass - 
     St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Fr 03/27 7:45 am Individual Confessions 
Fr 03/27  NO Adoration 
Su 03/29 1:00 pm Lenten Book Study - Tri-Parish Office 

Attention St. Joseph Society Members Your raffle tickets 
are available for pickup in the church basement. Please return all 
sold and unsold tickets and money to the Parish Office in Freeport 
or drop them in the collection no later than Wednesday, May 13. 
 

Grand Raffle Donations We are in the   
process of collecting donations for the Sacred 
Heart Parish Grand Raffle. If any individual or 
business would be interested in donating a cash 

prize for the raffle, please contact the office in Freeport at               
320-836-2143 by Friday, April 24. Any donation of $100 or more 
will be listed on the raffle ticket as a prize. All other donations will 
be used to offset advertising and printing costs. 

Easter Triduum Schedule 
**Incense may be used during Mass 

 

Holy Thursday  (April 2) Mass of the Lord’s Supper  
 

 **6:30 pm  St. Mary, Melrose (Biligual Mass) Livestream  
     7:00 pm Immaculate Conception, New Munich 
 **7:00 pm St. Michael, Spring Hill 
 

Good Friday  (April 3) The Passion of the Lord 
 

 12:00 pm  St. Mary, Melrose  Livestream 
 12:15 pm  Immaculate Conception, New Munich 
 1:00 pm St. John the Baptist, Meire Grove  
 3:00 pm St. Rose of Lima, St. Rosa  
 3:00 pm St. Andrew, Greenwald 
 6:30 pm St. Mary, Melrose (Spanish Liturgy) 
 

Holy Saturday  (April 4) Easter Vigil 
 

 **8:30 pm  St. Mary, Melrose (Bilingual Mass) Livestream  
 **8:30 pm Immaculate Conception, New Munich 
 **8:30 pm St. John the Baptist, Meire Grove  

 

Easter Sunday  (April 5) Resurrection of the Lord 
 

 8:00 am  Sacred Heart, Freeport 
 8:00 am St. Andrew, Greenwald  
 9:00 am St. Mary, Melrose  Livestream  
 9:00 am   Immaculate Conception, New Munich  
 10:00 am   St. Rose of Lima, St. Rosa 
 10:00 am   St. Michael, Spring Hill 
 11:30 pm   St. Mary, Melrose (Spanish Mass)

mycatholic.life 

Jesus’ Human and Divine Love cont.’d from pg. 1  
 

We must never forget Jesus’ deep compassion, empathy, and sorrow. His human heart feels the same emotions we do—He 
grieves when we grieve, shares in our pain, and is moved by the hold sin has on us. After feeling these emotions at Lazarus’ 
death, Jesus stood outside the tomb and “cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’” (John 11:43). We can imagine the 
passion behind His command. In our lives, when we are trapped in sin or burdened by human weakness, we must hear  Jesus 
calling us to freedom with the same divine authority and human passion.  
 

Reflect today on Jesus’ humanity and how He perfectly understands everything we experience. His deep empathy for our  
suffering and His joy when we rise with His grace show us how intimately He knows us. God became one of us in every way, sharing in our 
human condition—though without sin—so that we might share in His divinity. Ponder His humanity and let His closeness draw you to Him, 
giving you a share in His divine life.  
 

Most compassionate Lord, You experienced human nature in its fullness. Though You never sinned, You allowed Yourself to feel the  
effects of our sin and suffering, filling them with Your divine compassion. Help me to always remember Your humanity, knowing that 

through it, I come to share in Your divinity. Jesus, I trust in You. 

https://ref.ly/John%2011.43;rsvce?t=biblia


Church of Immaculate Conception  
Physical Address: 650 Main Street   

New Munich, MN 56356      
Church Basement 320-837-5217 

Weekly Offering  
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Weekly Offering  

Church of St. Rose of Lima 
Physical Address: 28905 County Road 17   

St. Rosa, MN 56331      
Church Basement 320-836-2537 

Church of St. Michael 
Physical Address: 102 St. Michael Avenue N.  

Spring Hill, MN 56352      
Church Basement 320-987-3405 

Weekly Offering  

Total ……………………………... $372.00 

Regular Adult Offering….………… 52.00 

Plate/Loose ……………………….. 55.00 

Fuel Fund …………………………. 260.00 

Catholic Relief Service …………... 5.00 

Total…………………………….. $4,591.57 

Regular Adult Offering…………. 3,351.92 

Plate …………………………….. 522.65 

Votive …………………………... 172.00 

Building/Maintenance ………….. 100.00 

Central MN Catholic Magazine … 25.00 

Easter Flowers ………………….. 205.00 

Easter Envelopes ……………….. 25.00 

Catholic Relief Services ………… 190.00 

Total…………………………….. $2,631.83 

Regular Adult Offering…….……. 1,590.08 

Plate ……………………………... 258.00 

Votive …………………………… 213.75 

Easter Flowers ……………….. 320.00 

Catholic Relief Services ………... 250.00 

Liturgical Ministries  
Sunday, March 29 - 10:00 am 

 

(S) Olivia Kalthoff 
(L) Darlene Schoenberg 

(U) Adam Kalthoff & Melvin Kalthoff  

(EM) (B) Kathy Welle 

(EM) (C) No Precious Blood 

(Sacristan) Ruth Heinen 

(RL) Marilyn Gruber  

(CC) Chico Welle & Steve Welle 
(HK: March 22– April 4)  
Lisa Feldewerd, Melissa Frieler, & Sandra Gruber 

The Scriptures This Week  
  

Year A, Weekdays - Cycle II 

Mo Lenten Weekday (Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop) 

 Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62 Jn 8:1-11 
 

Tu  Lenten Weekday 
 Nm 21:4-9           Jn 8:21-30 
 

We The Annunciation of the Lord (Solemnity) 
 Is 7:10-14; 8:10  Heb 10:4-10    Lk 1:26-38 
 

Th  Lenten Weekday 

 Gn 17:3-9        Jn 8:51-59 
 

Fr Lenten Weekday  
 Jer 20:10-13           Jn 10:31-42 
 

Sa Lenten Weekday  
 Ez 37:21-28           Jn 11:45-56 
 

Next Sunday - Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  
 Mt 21:1-11     Is 50:4-7    Phil 2:6-11   
 Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54 

Parish Events 
 

Su 03/22 11:00 am Catholic United Financial 
   Member Breakfast 
Su 03/22 1:00 pm Lenten Book Study - FR 
Tu 03/24 8:45 am Stations of the Cross 
Tu 03/24 9:00 am Quilting 
Tu 03/24 7:10 pm Knights of Columbus  
     Meeting - NM 
We 03/25 6:00 pm FF Grades 1-6 - FR 
We 03/25 7:00 pm FF Grades 7-9 - FR 
Th 03/26 7:00 pm FF Grade 10 Chrism Mass 
        - St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Fr 03/27 5:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal/Setup 
Fr 03/27 7:30 pm No Rosary 
Sa 03/28  Wedding Prep 
Sa 03/28 2:00 pm Barnard/Thomas Wedding 
Sa 03/28 3:00 pm Private Event 
Su 03/29 10:00 am Youth Choir Sing 
Su 03/29 1:00 pm Lenten Book Study - FR 

Parish Events 
 

Su 03/22 1:00 pm Lenten Book Study - FR 
Tu 03/24 7:10 pm Knights of Columbus Mtg. 
We 03/25 6:00 pm FF Grades 1-6 - FR 
We 03/25 7:00 pm FF Grades 7-9 - FR 
Th 03/26 8:45 am Stations of the Cross 
Th 03/26 7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Th 03/26 7:00 pm FF Grade 10 Chrism Mass 
         - St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Sa 03/28 3:30 pm Individual Confessions 
Su 03/29 8:00 pm Lion’s Easter Event Setup 
Su 03/29 12:30 pm Lion’s Easter Event 
Su 03/29 1:00 pm Lenten Book Study - FR 

Prayer Requests…     

  Please call the parish office to be added to this list. 

Banns of Matrimony:  
III   Sarah Barnard James Thomas, 3-28 SR 
 

For the Sick: Joyce Houser, Lyle Gross, Dorothy   
Schneider, Len Frieze, Fr. Roger Klassen, Michelle Russel  

 

Contact Persons for Prayer Line Requests: 
 

Sacred Heart:  
 Judy Caveny  320-248-8830 

 

Immaculate Conception:   
 Bernice Zink 320-837-5321   
 

St. Rose of Lima:   
 Kayla Harren  320-333-8461 
 

St. Michael:     
 Sharon Schulzetenberg 320-248-7702 

 

St. Mary’s    320-256-3878 

Spaghetti Dinner and Bake Sale 
St. Michael’s Catholic United will be 

hosting a Spaghetti Dinner and 
Bake Sale on Sunday, April 12 

from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm in 
Spring Hill Church  basement.  

 

Cash Raffle Tickets have been       
distributed. Please return the ticket stubs, 
money & any unsold tickets to Sue Meyer, 
Karen Rademacher or Duane Moscho or 
put in the St. Michael's collection marked 
"Cash Raffle" by Sunday, April 5. If      
anyone wants more raffle tickets contact 
Sue, Karen or Duane. Thank you for your      
participation.  

St. Joseph Society will meet in the church 
basement right after the 4:00 pm Mass on 
Saturday, March 21. All members are asked 
to attend. Anyone interested in becoming a 
member are invited to attend as well.  

Thanks to Everyone who helped to sew these 5 quilts. Thanks for the donations of tops 
and bottoms. Thanks also for those who brought lunches and treats. 
     ~St. Anne’s Christian Women of Immaculate Conception  
 

Parish Seamstresses and Crafters This year the Parish & Quilt Raffle will 
be on Saturday, June 6, so it is time again to plan for the “Quilt & Fancy Work” 
raffle. If any of you have fancy or crafty items (doilies, afghans, towels, etc.) to  

donate for the raffle – please call or contact me before Tuesday, March 31, so we will have 
time to get the raffle tickets printed with the information on them and have them ready to send 
out with the parish raffle tickets. Thanks in advance for sharing your talents to contribute to 
the Christian Women’s main source of funds. Also, if anyone would like to donate cash toward 
the expenses of the quilt, we'd appreciate that very much.  
     Jean Hopfer, Quilt Raffle Chm. 320-837-5239  



Church of St. John 
Physical Address: 20 State Highway 4 S.  

Meire Grove, MN 56352      
Church Basement 320-987-3631 
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Church of St. Andrew 
Physical Address: 211 W 2nd Avenue N.  

Greenwald, MN 56335      
Church Basement 320-987-3160 

Weekly Offering  
Total …………………………… $2,630.50 

Regular Adult Offering….……… 2,370.00 

Children’s ………………………. 0.50 

EFT …………………………….. 140.00 

Plate/Loose ….…………………. 35.00 

Votives ...……………………….. 20.00 

Catholic Relief Services ………... 65.00 

Weekly Offering  
Total ……………………………… $2,588.00 

Regular Adult Offering …………… 715.00 

EFT ………………………………. 1,300.00 

Plate/Loose ……………………….. 308.00 

Votives ……………………………. 5.00 

Fuel Fund …………………………. 110.00 

Maintenance Fund ……………….. 5.00 

Catholic Magazine ……………….. 20.00 

School Support ….………………… 10.00 

Cemetery …………………………. 100.00 

Rice Bowl ………..……………….. 5.00 

Catholic Relief Services ………….. 5.00 

Eastern Europe ……………………. 5.00 

Liturgical Ministries  
Saturday, March 28 - 4:00 pm 

 

(S) Wyatt & Connor Roelike  

(L) Isaiah Gilk 

(U) Jason Barten & Gary Bertram 
(GB) Roger & Joyce Schoenberg 

(EM) (B) Mary Opatrny 
(EM) (C) No Precious Blood 
(HK - April) *Cassandra Kettner, Doris 
Kraemer, Julie Kulzer, & Rose Lensing 

 

One in Faith ACC Schools  

Gift Card Programs 
 

A gift card rebate program that allows you 
to purchase your everyday items with gift 

cards and earn money for our area Catholic 
schools without paying any extra money!  

 

A percentage of each gift card will be     
donated back to the area Catholic schools. 

Each school has a variety of local and         
national gift cards available to purchase.  

 Scrip 

Hispanic Ministry  

Habrá Adoración al Santísimo 
cada Primer Jueves del Mes a las     

6:30 pm. 

Liturgical Ministries 
Sunday, March 29 - 8:00 am 

 

(S) Cole Funk & Luke Funk  

(L) Char Meyer 

(U) Tim Meyer & Jeron Nathe  

(GB) Jeron & Brenda Nathe 

(EM) Char Meyer & Dan Meyer 
(HK - April) *Linda Schneider, Joy     
Silbernick, Julie Wehlage, Abby Zenzen, 
Janice Funk, & Darlene Imdieke  

Bake Sale & Bingo Sunday, 
March 22, at St. John the  
Baptist church. Bake Sale  
immediately following the 

8:00 am Mass. Bingo starts at noon - $15 
for 20 games; prizes include turkeys, hams 
and cash. Lunch starting at 11:00 am       
included in the cost of Bingo. Raffle drawing: 
Tickets $20 each; Grand prize = $2,000 

 

Upcoming Events: 
•Sunday, May 10 - 8:00 am Baccalaureate 
Mass followed by breakfast in the church      
basement for all.  

•Sunday, June 7 - 8:00 am Corpus Christi 
Mass with Procession followed by fellow-
ship and a Meire Grove Band concert.  

 
 

Individual Confession 
•Fridays of Lent—7:45 am 
 Sacred Heart, Freeport 

•Saturdays of Lent—3:30 pm 
 Immaculate Conception, New Munich 

•Saturdays of Lent—3:30 pm 
 St. Andrew, Greenwald 

•Saturdays of Lent—4:30 pm 
 St. Mary, Melrose 

•Saturday, March 28—9:00 am 
 St. John the Baptist, Meire Grove 
 

•Or by appointment; Call  
 Melrose Office 320-256-4207 or          
 Freeport Office 320-836-2143 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 

Cuaresma 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 

March 23 - 29 
 

Tuesday 3-24 after 8:15 am Mass St. Rose of Lima, St. Rosa 
Wednesday 3-25 7:30 pm St. Michael, Spring Hill 
Wednesday  3-25 7:30 pm  St. John the Baptist, Meire Grove 
Thursday  3-26  after 8:00 am Mass     St. Andrew, Greenwald  
Thursday   3-26 after 8:15 am Mass Immaculate Conception, New Munich 
Friday 3-27 6:30 pm St. Mary, Melrose (Spanish) 

Saturday  3-28 4:00 pm St. Mary, Melrose 
 

 

    Shadow Stations  
 

Presented by the 6th Grade Class from Sacred Heart School 
 

Wednesday 3-25 7:00 pm Sacred Heart School Gymnasium 
Thursday 3-26 1:30 pm Sacred Heart School Gymnasium 
 

Living Stations of the Cross 
 

Presented by St. John’s St. Andrew’s School 
 

Tuesday 3-31 1:00 pm St. Andrew, Greenwald 
Tuesday 3-31 7:00 pm St. Andrew, Greenwald 
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Freeport, New Munich, St. Rosa:  
 

Contact Information: faithformation@catholic-centered.org 
 

• Grades 1-6: Next Class: Wednesday, March 25 from 6:00 - 7:00 pm. Students 
will meet in their classrooms. 

• Grades 7-8: Next Class: Wednesday, March 25. Please meet in the Sacred 
Heart School Gym at 6:45 pm as we will be attending Shadow Stations at 7:00 pm. 
Following Shadow Stations, students will have a classroom lesson until 8:30 pm. 

• Grade 9: Next Class Wednesday, March 25. Meet in the Sacred Heart Parking 
Lot by 6:15 pm. We will be taking a bus to attend Journey with Jesus to Calvary 
in St. Francis. If parents would like to chaperone, please reach out to the parish 
office 320-836-2143 or faithformation@catholic-centered.org to reserve your spot! 

• Grade 10: Next Class Thursday, March 26. Meet in the Sacred Heart Parking 
Lot. Please arrive by 5:45 pm as we will be attending the Chrism Mass at        
St. Mary’s Cathedral in St. Cloud. If parents would like to chaperone, please 
reach out to the parish office 320-836-2143 or faithformation@catholic-centered.org to 
reserve your spot! 

 

Service Project: 

• Egg Coloring Service Project for Grades 6-12: Wednesday, April 1 from   
6:45 - 8:15 pm at Immaculate Conception Church basement. Permission forms 
are available on the Tri-Parish website: www.sacredheartfreeport.org. Deadline 
to sign up is Wednesday, March 25. 

Faith Formation 

 

Sacred Heart School 

 

03/15 $25 Neal & Linda Dierkhising - Melrose 
03/16 $25 Kallista Sprenger (Myles) - Freeport 
03/17 $40 Mark Zachmann - Freeport 
03/18 $40 Duane & Gail Olmscheid - Melrose 
03/19 $50 Dennis Gerads - Albany 
03/20 $25 Joe Hennen - Freeport 
03/21 $25 MaryAnn Laing - Freeport 

Catholic Schools News 

PASTOR: Fr. Mitchell Bechtold 
PRINCIPAL: Mary Miller     

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 

Kristen Pattinson 
SJSA BOARD:   

Amber Bueckers, Kathy Gilk, Adam 
Kalthoff, Kate Kelzer, Heidi Meyer, 

 Trista Roelike, and Jenny Wilson 
 

 Phone: 320-987-3133     
 www.sjsaschool.org 

PASTOR: Fr. Mitchell Bechtold 

 PRINCIPAL: Autumn Nelson  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:  

Briana Worms 

SMS BOARD:  
Jenn Lubarski, Cindy Hemmesch, 

Jake Primus, Pat Christenson, 
Lindsey Gruber, and Greta Rademacher 

 

 Phone: 320-256-4257     
 www.smsmelrosemn.org 

PASTOR: Fr. Dan Walz  
PRINCIPAL: Kristie Harren  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 

Amy Van Beck 
SHS BOARD:  

Myranda Beuning, Bethanie Ettle,     
Ben Kalthoff, Tamara Welle,    

 Lindsay Frieler, and Chris Klaphake 
 

www.shsfreeport.org   School Phone: 320-836-2591 
Toddler Center Phone: 320-836-2585   

The Kindergarten Class Presented their Top 
20 program and Superkids Parade on 
Friday, March 20. Congratulations to the 
Kindergarteners and thank you to all who 
came to support them.  

Shadow Stations Presented by the 6th 
Grade Class will be on Wednesday,     
March 25 at 7:00 pm and Thursday,     
March 26 at 1:30 pm. All are welcome!  

No School on Friday, March 27. 
PreK will have a Field Trip on Tuesday, 
March 31. 

School Board Position Jake Primus and 
Pat Christenson’s terms will be ending at 
the end of this school year. Jake Primus 
will be running for a second term.        
Candidates interested in running for a  
position on the school board must submit a 
bio consisting of 125-150 words to       
Autumn Nelson a anelson@smsmn.org by 
Friday, April 3. The election will occur at 
Masses on April 18 & 19. For more         
information on the criteria and                
qualifications please visit the school          
website  smsmelrosemn.org SMS k-6, 
SMS information. 

Rosary Join some of the SMS students in 
praying the Rosary on March 25, at      
1:00 pm at the Church.   

Parent-Teacher Conferences are sched-
uled for Monday, March 24 and Wednes-
day, March 26.  

• RE/MAX Results made a $2,000 donation  
to SJSA in recognition of Ken Nietfeld’s 35 
years of hard work and dedication to RE/
MAX. Congratulations to Ken and thank 
you to him and RE/MAX for their support 
of SJSA.   

• End of the Quarter is Thursday, March 26.  
• No School Friday, March 27.  
• SJSA students will present Living Stations 
of the Cross on Tuesday, March 31 at    
1:00 pm and 7:00 pm at St. Andrew's 
Church in Greenwald. All are welcome.   

• Kindergarten Round - Up Join us for a 
jungle themed kindergarten round - up! 
Swing, roar, and explore -- discover       
kindergarten at St. John's - St. Andrew's 
Catholic School. Monday, April 13 from 
7:45 - 2:30 pm. RSVP to the school office 
at 320-987-3133.  

No School Friday, March 27.  
During Lent, families at SMS will collect dollars and coins to donate to four organizations: 
Melrose Food Shelf, Fr. Newton, Food for Thought, and Simply Love International. If you 
would like to donate to one of these organizations, please drop your coins off at the parish 
office or school.   

St. Mary’s Kindergarten Roundup is set for Thursday, April 2. Students will spend the 
day in activities from 8:00 am - 2:45 pm. If you are not currently enrolled at SMS and     
interested in Kindergarten  Roundup, please call the office at 320-256-4257.  

St. Mary's School is Selling Harry's Pizza until Wednesday, April 1. Please contact a    
current SMS family, the parish office, or the school to place an  order. Orders can be picked 
up at the school gym on Thursday, April 16, from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

Melrose, Spring Hill, Greenwald, Meire Grove:  
 

Contact Information: faithformation@stmarysofmelrose.com 
 

• First Communion: Next Class: Sunday, March 22, 
10:00 - 11:15 am. St. Mary's Church. Students and   
parents.  

• Grades 1, 3-6: Next Class: Wednesday, March 25,  
6:00 - 7:00 pm. St. Mary's Church. Students and parents. 
Parents can attend class with their child or the Parent 
Gathering at 6:00 pm.  

• Grades 9/10: Next Class: Wednesday, March 25,    
7:15 - 8:30 pm. St. Mary's Church. Students and some 
parents. Parents can attend class with their child or the 
Parent Gathering at 7:15 pm. 

• ALL PARENTS are invited to attend the 4th Parent 
Gathering - Wednesday, March 25, 6:00 OR 7:15 pm in 
the Gathering Space. Topic of the night: Young People 
and Technology. Please join us for conversation with 
other parents and guardians, information about local 
resources and good food (soup, bread and snacks).  

mailto:anelson@smsmn.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://smsmelrosemn.org&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1773941910244542&usg=AOvVaw1Ny_Ph4N7X_YMB2mKiTi7n
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free to bring a friend or two. All 
are welcome.  

Humane Vitae Award     
The Diocese of Saint Cloud      presents annually the Humanae Vitae 
Award to a person(s) who has demonstrated extraordinary courage in 
promoting Natural Family Planning and the teachings of Humanae 
Vitae. If you know someone who has promoted the      benefits of 
Natural Family Planning, submit your nominee by     writing a de-
scriptive essay (500 words or less) of his/her             qualifications. 
Nominations are due April 27, 2026. More            information can be 
found at https://stcdio.org/natural-family-planning/ or by email-
ing omf@gw.stcdio.org. The Humanae Vitae Award will be present-
ed on July 23, 2026 at the Humanae Vitae Mass and Award Recep-
tion at Saint Mary’s Cathedral in Saint Cloud.  

March 24, Tuesday 
Online Evening Prayer with Young Adults Young adults ages 18+ 
are invited to pray online together with other young adults and 
School Sisters of Notre Dame from across the U.S. and Canada at 
7:00 pm and every fourth Tuesday of the month through June. Learn 
more and register for the Zoom link at ssnd.org/events/2-24-26/. 
March 27, Friday 

Fish Fry at Melrose American Legion Post 101. Serving from   
4:30 - 7:30 pm, take outs available. Doors open at 3:00 pm. 
Lenten Fish Fry at St. Joseph’s Parish - Morrill 33018 Nature Rd. 
Foley, MN. Serving from 4:30 - 7:00 pm. Adults $15. Children 6-10 
$8. Children 5 and under are free. Dine in or take out call              
320-355-9401. 
March 28, Saturday 

Palm Braiding with Lois Maciej at St. Stephen Church Parish Hall 
103 Central Ave. S., St. Stephen, MN. There will be three classes  - 
do one or all three. Each class will make the cross. 10:00 am - 12:00 pm: 
Crown of Thorns, class limited to 5 people. For the experienced 
palm braider. 12:30 - 2:30 pm: Fan, Cone or pyramid. 3:00 - 5:00 
pm: Palmetto Rose, Five piece Rose and Leaf. Pre-register for ALL 
classes by Sunday, March 22. Call the Parish Office at                
320-251-1520. 
March 29, Sunday 

44th Annual St. Martin Baseball Breakfast Fundraiser at the        
St. Martin Parish Center. Serving from 8:30 am - 12:30 pm. 

Curbside pickup available 8:30 - 11:30 am. Adults: $12 in advance 
and $13 at the door. Children 6-12: $5. Preschool and under are free.  
Spring Sausage Supper serving from 2:30 to 6:30 pm at the          
St. Francis de Sales Parish Center, Belgrade. Tickets: Adults $10,        
Children 5 to 12 $6, Children 4 and under free. 
Ham Bingo at Holy Family Church Fellowship Hall 18777    
Riverwood Drive, Little Falls. Starting at 1:30 pm. 20 Bingo games 
for $5. 2 Blackout games for $1 a card per game. Over 22  Door 
prizes and $100 for blackout. Prizes for children will be drawn 
through our the afternoon.  
March 30, Monday 

Firearms Safety Registration and Informational Meeting for the 
Green Grove Rod and Gun Club will be held at the Meire Grove 
City Hall at 6:30 pm. Class size is limited, attendance is strongly 
encouraged to reserve a spot in the training and field day. Must be 11 
years of age to participate. For questions, please call Matt Silbernick 
320-470-0944, Brian Schmiesing 320-293-7976 or Brian Yarke        
320-267-4371.  
April 4, Saturday 

Greenwald Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 am at the Rec. Club Building. 
Prizes - Bring a Pail. Visit with the Easter Bunny. Sponsored by Rec 
Club. Everyone is invited.  
VFW Auxiliary’s Annual Easter Egg & Bake Sale at the Melrose 
American Legion. Colored eggs, bake sale, coffee and rolls begin at 
8:30 am. Lunch starting at 11:30 am. Everyone is welcome. 

Happenings Around the Area 
Look for more information about these and other events in Central Minnesota Catholic Magazine or Local Paper or Online 

 

St. Mary, Melrose 

•Weekdays & Saturdays a  
    half hour before Mass 

•Wednesday: 1:00 pm 

•Thursday (Spanish): 6:30 pm  
(Except the 1st Thursday) 

Sacred Heart, Freeport 

•Wednesday: 7:45 am 

•Friday: 7:45 am 

•Sunday: 7:30 am 
Immaculate Conception,     
           New Munich 

•Thursday: 7:45 am 

•Saturday: 3:30 pm 

St. Rose of Lima, St. Rosa 

•Tuesday: 7:45 am 

•Friday: 7:30 pm 

•Sunday: 9:30 am 
St. Michael, Spring Hill 

•Tuesday: 7:30 am 

•Sunday: 9:30 am 
St. Andrew, Greenwald 

•Thursday: 7:40 am 

•Saturday: 3:40 pm 
St. John the Baptist,  
           Meire Grove 

•Sunday: 7:30 am 

•Monday: 7:00 am 

Public Rosary...  
We have much to pray for and even more to be thankful for.   

All are invited and welcome! 

 

Journey with Jesus to Calvary St. Francis of 
Assisi will be performing “Journey with Jesus to       

Calvary” again this year. The performance lasts about 
75 minutes and covers the events from Palm Sunday 

to Easter Sunday. It’s an event you don’t want to miss! Performance 
times are Friday, March 27 and Saturday, March 28 at 7:30 pm and 
Sunday, March 29 at 1:00 pm. The address for St. Francis of Assisi 
is 44055 Hwy 238, Freeport. 
 

Tenebrae A Tradition at St. Mary’s Cathedral. Everyone is welcome 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral in St. Cloud on Good Friday, April 3, at  
8:00 pm for Tenebrae, which is Latin for shadows or darkness. At 
this event, participants will experience the gradual extinction of all 
lights in the church, symbolizing the temporary triumph of the prince 
of darkness over the Light of the World, and loud noises created at 
the end of the service by the assembly and ministers, suggesting the 
earthquake described in the Passion Narratives. 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday at St. Mary's Cathedral 
Celebrated on the Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy 
Sunday was originally based on the Catholic devotion to 
the Divine Mercy that Faustina Kowalska reported as part 
of her visions of Jesus and is associated with special 
promises from Jesus and indulgences issued by the Catholic 
Church.This year we are happy to announce two speakers at the 
event. Chris True will give his testimony on his Catholic Faith, and 
Fr. Jeremy Ploof will give a meditation. Divine Mercy Sunday will 
be held at St. Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday, April 12, from 1:00- 3:00 pm. 
There will be Adoration and an opportunity for reconciliation. 
 

Special Prayer Service Abbot Douglas and the monks of Saint 
John’s Abbey invite you to a special prayer service at the Abbey 
Church on Saturday, March 28, the eve of Palm Sunday. The service 
begins at 7:00 pm and features a beautiful music setting and prayer - 
an inspiring way to enter into Holy Week. A reception with light 
refreshments will follow in the Great Hall. Please join us for this 
special vigil service, on Saturday, March 28, at 7:00 pm. And feel 
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https://stcdio.org/natural-family-planning/
mailto:omf@gw.stcdio.org
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