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               Friday   8:00 am - 12:00 pm 
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Fr. Mitchell Bechtold:  320-256-9512 
     mlbechtold@outlook.com 
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Mailing Address:   755 Kraft Drive SE  
                                    Melrose, MN 56352 

 

Freeport - New Munich - St. Rosa Office:  
 

 

Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
 Friday    9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Office Phone:  320-836-2143 
Office Email:  triparish@albanytel.com 
Faith Formation: faithformation@catholic-centered.org 
Website: www.sacredheartfreeport.org 
Facebook:  Tri Parish 
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 Freeport, MN 56331 
 

Bulletin Announcements 
Deadline: Tuesday before 9:00 am  
Email information to: bulletin@catholic-centered.org 

 

Confession Times 
Fridays 7:45 am Sacred Heart 
Saturdays 3:30 pm St. Andrew 
Saturdays 3:30 pm  Immaculate Conception 
Saturdays 4:30 pm  St. Mary 
Sundays 11:00 am St. Mary 
Or by appointment. Call the Parish Office.  

 

Marriage  
Couples are to begin preparation 6-12 months in  
advance and must call the respective Parish Office   
before setting a date.  
*Diocesan Marriage Preparation Classes are required.  

 

Baptism & OCIA 
If you are interested in having your child baptized 
or participating in the OCIA program, contact the       
respective Parish Office.  

 

Anointing of the Sick  
Homebound Communion 

Pastoral Visitation   
Joining/Leaving a Parish 

 

If you have any of the above or other pastoral 
needs, please call the respective Parish Office or 
check the parish websites.  

Continued on page 3 

And when he entered Jerusalem the whole city was shaken and asked,  
“Who is this?” And the crowds replied, “This is Jesus the prophet,  

from Nazareth in Galilee.” Matthew 21:10-11 
 

The commemoration of our Lord’s Passion has begun. Today, Mass begins with the 
reading of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Riding on a 
donkey, Jesus is greeted by a very large crowd who “spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others cut branches from the trees and strewed them on the road” (Matthew 21:8). 

The people welcome Him with shouts of: “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest” (Matthew 21:9).  
 

The word “Hosanna” in Hebrew means, “Save us, we pray!” Though it was originally 
a plea for deliverance, it became an expression of praise and joy, especially as it came 
to be associated with the Messiah’s arrival. The phrase “Hosanna in the highest” calls 
for God, enthroned in Heaven, to bring His saving power to earth. The crowds’     
acclamation reveals both a hope for salvation and a recognition of Jesus as the       
long-awaited Messiah.  
 

During Passover week, Jerusalem’s population increased several times over with   
pilgrims from across Israel. The atmosphere was vibrant with religious fervor and 
communal celebration. Merchants sold sacrificial animals, food, and provisions to the 
crowds. Central to the festivities was the Temple where sacrifices were offered and 
the Passover lambs were prepared for the sacred meal. Roman authorities increased 
security, wary of potential unrest, as the commemoration of Israel’s liberation from 
Egypt stirred hopes of national deliverance. The Jewish authorities were also on high 
alert, concerned that any disturbance might provoke harsh reprisals from the Romans.  
 

Imagine the excitement, concern, and surprise that many of the religious and Roman 
leaders felt as large crowds professed their belief in Jesus as the Messiah. Was Israel’s 
deliverance at hand? This public acclaim highlighted why some saw Jesus as a threat. 
The Pharisees, in particular, feared that His messianic identity might undermine the 
religious authority to which they clung. Most of them dismissed the possibility that 
Jesus was the Messiah they awaited.  
 

Jesus, however, had a very different understanding of the Passover that year. He knew 
it was the time for His hour of suffering and death, leading to His glorification. He  

 

Palm Sunday  
A Model of Courage 
and Determination 

https://ref.ly/Matt%2021.8;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%2021.9;rsvce?t=biblia
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ACC Mass Times and Intentions  ~  March 30 -  April 5 

St. Mary - Melrose 
Mo 6:30 pm  Misa en español  
   †Gregorio Cardona  
   †Abraham Cardona 
Tu 8:00 am  †Beatrice Rademacher 
We 8:00 am  †Rose Hinnenkamp 
#*Th 6:30 pm  Holy Thursday (Bilingual Mass) 
   †Alvina & †Sylvester Woeste 
*Fr 12:00 pm  Good Friday Service 
Fr 6:30 pm  La pasión del Señor en Español  
#*Sa 8:30 pm  Easter Vigil (Bilingual Mass) 
   †Ervin, †Erma, & †Mary Lou Walz  
*Su 9:00 am  Easter Sunday  
   †Elmer & †Anna Hellerman 
   †Richard Hellermann 
Su 11:30 am  Misa en Español  
   †Sergio Hernandez 
 

Sacred Heart - Freeport 
We 8:15 am SH School Mass 
  †Bridgette Heidgerken 
Fr 8:15 am NO MASS 
Sa 8:00 am NO MASS 
Su 8:00 am Easter Sunday  
  †Jack Eveslage 

    Adoration 

St. Mary - Melrose 
First Thursday of the month 6:30 pm  

in Spanish (en Español) 

and 

Saturdays, 8:00 - 9:00 am 
 

Sacred Heart - Freeport  
Adoration is suspended  

until further notice due to painting  
of the interior of the church. 

Immaculate Conception - New Munich 
Th 7:00 pm Holy Thursday  
  †Sharon Gamradt 
Fr 12:15 pm Good Friday Service 
#Sa 8:30 pm Easter Vigil 
  For the People 
Su 9:00 am Easter Sunday  
  †Norbert & †Helen Holdvogt 
 

St. Rose of Lima - St. Rosa 
Tu 8:15 am †Art Engelmeyer 
Fr 3:00 pm Good Friday Service 
Su 10:00 am Easter Sunday  
  Special Intention 
 

St. Michael - Spring Hill 
Tu 8:00 am †Lawrence Fleischhacker 
#Th 7:00 pm Holy Thursday 
  †Vernon Welle 
Su 10:00 am Easter Sunday †Bob Terres 

*Mass will be livestreamed.   
Visit: oneinfaith.org for the YouTube link. 

One in Faith ACC News Continued on page 7 

# Incense may be used during Mass 

St. Andrew - Greenwald 
Th 8:00 am NO MASS 
Fr 3:00 pm Good Friday Service 
Sa 4:00 pm NO MASS 
Su 8:00 am Easter Sunday  
  †Ray & †Mary Ann Barten 
 

St. John - Meire Grove 
We 8:00 am †Clarence Schaefer 
Fr 1:00 pm Good Friday Service 
#Sa 8:30 pm Easter Vigil 
   For the People 
Su 8:00 am NO MASS 

Parish News: 
~ St. Mary ~ St. Michael ~ St. Andrew ~ St. John ~ 

• St. Mary’s Environment Committee will meet at the following 
times to prepare the environment for Holy Week: Wednesday, 
April 1 at 9:00 am, and Saturday, April 4 at 8:00 am.    

• Holy Week Liturgies This coming week we bring out the 
most valued treasures of our Church, our most wonderful liturgies! 
Please make every effort to join us.  

Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper Unique components to 
this liturgy are the presentation of oils blessed by the Bishop at the 
Chrism Mass, the washing of the Feet, and the procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament to the place of repose. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament will follow Mass until 9:00 pm. 

Good Friday The Passion of the Lord This liturgy has three major 
components: the liturgy of the word which includes the reading of 
the lord’s passion and death, veneration of the cross, and Holy 
Communion. 

Easter Vigil The Easter Vigil is the most beautiful liturgy in the 
Roman Catholic Church. There are four main parts to the Vigil. 

1. Service of Light: The liturgy will begin outdoors with the Service 
of Light, including the blessing of the new fire, the preparation of 
the new Paschal candle, the procession into the church and sharing 
the Light of Christ, and the Exsultet (the Easter Proclamation), an 
ancient hymn of praise to the Risen Christ and our hope in         

One In Faith Area Catholic Community News  

     Parish News: 
 ~ Sacred Heart ~ Immaculate Conception ~ St. Rose of Lima ~ 

• Funeral Subs Needed We are in need of parishioners, men 
and women, to be on a sub list for serving the meal for funerals. 
Please prayerfully consider volunteering to be a funeral sub.        
Contact the Parish Office in Freeport to sign up by April 15. 

• Weekday Ministers and Adorers The Tri-Parish is looking 
for individuals who would be willing to be a sacristan, server,    
rosary leader, or lector at the weekday (Tuesday through Friday) 
Masses, as well as adorers for Adoration which is held on Fridays 
from 9:00 am-1:00 pm. If you have an interest in these ministries 
and would be willing to help out, please contact the parish office in 
Freeport. We are willing to work around your schedule, so even if 
you can only help out once a month, please prayerfully consider 
sharing your time and talent with the parish.  

• Forty Cans For Lent St. Joseph the Worker Knights of     
Columbus will again be sponsoring the Forty Cans For Lent       
program. This program donates food items and/or cash to the    
Melrose Food Shelf. There are totes in each of the three churches in 
the Tri-Parish where you can place your items or cash. This is a 
great way for you to make a difference for those that are in need! 
The Knights of Columbus would like to Thank You for any       
donation that you can make! May your Lenten Journey bring you 
closer to God!  

salvation. 
2. Liturgy of the Word: The vigil readings capture the faithful promises of God throughout the history of our salvation, from the beginning. 
We hear the Creation Story; the foreshadowing of Jesus’ sacrifice in the story of Abraham and Isaac; the parting of the Red Sea to free Israel 
from slavery; and the promises of the prophets. Listen for the constant theme of water, since all of this leads to Baptism as our share in the 
risen life of Jesus, as proclaimed in the Gospel and the return of the Alleluia after our Lenten penance. This year at St. Mary’s we will hear 
readings from Genesis, Exodus, Isaiah, Romans & Matthew. These Scriptures help us to meditate on the wonderful works of God for his  
people since the beginning of time. 
3. Baptismal Liturgy: At St. Mary’s we will have 4 Baptisms. The Baptismal liturgy will consist of the blessing of the new water, profession 
of faith, baptisms and the Rite of Confirmation. 
4. Liturgy of the Eucharist: The Mass continues, with special prayers inserted during the Eucharist Prayer. The whole Church is called to join 
at the sacrificial table that Christ prepared for us through his death and resurrection. The newly confirmed will also receive their first       
communion. After Communion, we conclude with a solemn blessing and sung dismissal, sending us forth with the Easter Alleluia echoing in our hearts. 
A reception will follow the Easter Vigil. Please join us to welcome the new members of our community and to celebrate Easter joy. 



Church of St. Mary 
Physical Address: 755 Kraft Drive SE    

Melrose, MN 56352 

Weekly Offerings  

Total…………………...…………………………………….. $5,817.00 

Regular Adult Offering .………….…………………………. 3,952.00 

Plate/Loose …...……...………………………………………. 887.00 

Designated Funds ……………………………………………. 978.00 
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Church of the Sacred Heart 
Physical Address: 106 3rd Avenue NE  Freeport, MN 56331     

Church Basement 320-836-2191 

Weekly Offerings  

St. Mary’s Calendar Raffle  
 

 03-22 $25 Ari Rahn c/o Tim Rahn, Melrose  
 03-23 $25 Mary Schwieters, Grey Eagle  
 03-24 $25 Monika Kraker, Melrose  
 03-25 $50 Kysen Blommel c/o Carla Van Heel, Melrose  
 03-26 $25 Doug & Melissa Welle, Melrose  
 03-27 $25 JoAnn Nieland, Melrose 
 03-28 $25 Jack Ellering & Kylee, Melrose  

Total……………………….………………………………. $5,875.46 

Regular Adult Offering ...…………………………………. 3,516.46 

Plate ………………………………………………………. 1,714.00 

School Support ……………………………………………. 350.00 

Easter Envelopes …………………………………………. 200.00 

Easter Flowers ……………………………………………. 70.00 

Central MN Catholic Magazine …………………………… 25.00 

Baptized in Christ… Emma Rae Rieland 
 

Died in the Hope of Resurrection… 
†Carol Niehaus, 90  †Francis “Frank” Hughes, 86 
 

St. Mary's Mission Society will meet on Wednesday, April 8 
at St. Mary’s Church at 8:45 am in the gathering area. All are     
welcome!  

Parish Events 
 

Su 03/29 1:00 pm Lenten Book Study - Tri-Parish Office 
Mo 03/30  Church Painting Continues 
Tu 03/31 2:45 pm SHS Strings Practice 
We 04/01 6:45 pm FF Youth Service Project - NM 
Th 04/02 3:00 pm Girl Scouts Meeting 
Fr 04/03  NO Individual Confessions 
Fr 04/03  NO Adoration 
Sa 04/04  NO First Saturday Mass 
Su 04/05 11:00 am Private Event 

Prayer Requests…     

  Please call the parish office to be added to this list. 

Banns of Matrimony:  
I   Tami Rademacher Adam Helmin, 4-18 St. Mary’s Cathedral 
 

For the Sick: Joyce Houser, Lyle Gross, Dorothy   
Schneider, Len Frieze, Fr. Roger Klassen, Michelle Russel  

 

Contact Persons for Prayer Line Requests: 
 

Sacred Heart:  
 Judy Caveny  320-248-8830 

 

Immaculate Conception:   
 Bernice Zink 320-837-5321   
 

St. Rose of Lima:   
 Kayla Harren  320-333-8461 
 

St. Michael:     
 Sharon Schulzetenberg 320-248-7702 

 

St. Mary’s    320-256-3878 

Save the Date… The Sacred Heart Parish festival will be      
Sunday, July 19. The theme of the parade is 250 Years of America. 
If you are interested in having a float in the parade, contact Andy 
Grieve at 320-260-5615 or email freeportmnparade@gmail.com. 
More details about the event to follow. 
 

Attention St. Joseph Society Members Your raffle tickets 
are available for pickup in the church basement. Please return all 
sold and unsold tickets and money to the Parish Office in Freeport 
or drop them in the collection no later than Wednesday, May 13. 
 

Grand Raffle Donations We are in the   
process of collecting donations for the Sacred 
Heart Parish Grand Raffle. If any individual or 
business would be interested in donating a cash 

prize for the raffle, please contact the office in Freeport at               
320-836-2143 by Friday, April 24. Any donation of $100 or more 
will be listed on the raffle ticket as a prize. All other donations will 
be used to offset advertising and printing costs. 
 

mycatholic.life 

Palm Sunday—A Model of Courage and     
Determination cont.’d from pg 1  

 

had no interest in political maneuvering. His sole 
desire was to fulfill His mission as the Messiah 
by becoming the one perfect Lamb of Sacrifice 

whose blood would atone for the sins of many. Jesus was         
determined and confident as He rode into Jerusalem. Though He 
knew the suffering that awaited Him, His gaze was fixed on His 
mission of saving souls. In His sacred humanity, He overcame 
every temptation to fear or anxiety, allowing peace, strength, and 
joy to fill His heart.  
 

Not only is Jesus our Savior and the one Mediator between God 
and us, His human life perfectly models how we are to live. Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem especially models for us how we 
are to face every difficult situation that tempts us to fear and    
anxiety. His courage must become our courage, and His           
determination our determination.  
 

Reflect today on Jesus’ interior disposition during His triumphal 
entry. He invites us to share in His sacrificial love, laying down 
our lives selflessly for others. This is only possible if we allow His 
virtues to take root in us every time we are called to imitate His 
love. As we embrace our own mission, we must not allow fear or 
anxiety to hinder us. Pray that the courage, peace, and steadfast 
love that Jesus embodied during that first Holy Week may flourish 
in your heart. Let go of fear, worry, and selfishness, and allow 
Jesus’ love and strength to fill you, so that His mission may     
continue through you and, with our Lord, you may lay down your 
life for others.  
 

Sacrificial Lamb of God, You entered Jerusalem as the new and 
perfect Lamb of Sacrifice, whose blood would be shed for the 
salvation of all who turn to You. Please open my heart, dear 

Lord, to receive all You wish to bestow upon me. Fill me with the 
virtues You possessed, so that my life will be united to Yours and 

Your Sacrifice will become alive in me.  
Jesus, I trust in You. 



Church of Immaculate Conception  
Physical Address: 650 Main Street   

New Munich, MN 56356      
Church Basement 320-837-5217 

Weekly Offering  
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Weekly Offering  

Church of St. Rose of Lima 
Physical Address: 28905 County Road 17   

St. Rosa, MN 56331      
Church Basement 320-836-2537 

Church of St. Michael 
Physical Address: 102 St. Michael Avenue N.  

Spring Hill, MN 56352      
Church Basement 320-987-3405 

Weekly Offering  

Total ……………………………... $1,117.00 

Regular Adult Offering….………… 622.00 

Plate/Loose ……………………….. 90.00 

Votives ……………………………. 295.00 

Maintenance ...……………………. 110.00 

Total…………………………….. $2,050.92 

Regular Adult Offering…………. 1,541.92 

Plate …………………………….. 309.00 

Building/Maintenance ………….. 100.00 

Easter Flowers ………………….. 50.00 

Catholic Relief Services ………… 50.00 

Total…………………………….. $4,858.11 

Regular Adult Offering…….……. 4,192.08 

Plate ……………………………... 549.03 

Easter Flowers ……………….. 95.00 

Catholic Relief Services ………... 22.00 

Liturgical Ministries  
Holy Thursday Mass 

Thursday, April 2 - 7:00 pm 
 

(S) Olivia Kalthoff, Stella & Jameson Schoenberg 
(L) Lisa Wuertz & Ralph Klassen 

(U) Mark Schoenberg & Rick Terres 

(EM) (B) Conrad Gruber 

(EM) (C) Sandra Gruber & Ruth Heinen 

(Sacristan) Kathy Welle  

(CC) Sandra Gruber & Kathy LeClaire 
 

Liturgical Ministries  
Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 5 - 10:00 am 
 

(S) Lukas Kalthoff & Noah Terres 
(L) Pete LeClaire  

(U) Jim Klassen & Allen Lieser  

(EM) (B) Stan Heinen 

(EM) (C) Grace Hopfer & Jeanette Kalthoff 

(Sacristan) Lisa Feldewerd  

(RL) Marilyn Gruber 

(CC) Stan Heinen & Melvin Kalthoff 
(HK: April 5 - 18) Ruth Heinen, Grace 
Hopfer, & Jeanette Kalthoff  

The Scriptures This Week  
  

Year A, Weekdays - Cycle II 

Mo Monday of Holy Week 

  Is 42:1-7        Jn 12:1-11 
 

Tu  Tuesday of Holy Week 
  Is 49:1-6             Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
 

We Wednesday of Holy Week 
  Is 50:4-9a       Mt 26:14-25 
 

Th  Thursday of Holy Week (Holy Thursday) 

  Ex 12:1-8, 11-14  1 Cor 11:23-26 Jn 13:1-15 
 

Fr Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday)  
  Is 52:13—53:12   Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9 Jn 18:1—19:42 
 

Sa Holy Saturday  
  Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 
  Ex 14:15—15:1 Is 54:5-14  Is 55:1-11 Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4 
  Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28    Rom 6:3-11 Mt 28:1-10 
 

Next Sunday - Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord (Solemnity) 
 Acts 10:34a, 37-43  Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8  Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10  

Parish Events 
 

Su 03/29 8:30 am Youth Choir Practice 
Su 03/29 10:00 am Youth Choir Sing 
Su 03/29 1:00 pm Lenten Book Study - FR 
Tu 03/31 8:45 am Stations of the Cross 
Tu 03/31 9:00 am Quilting 
Tu 03/31 7:00 pm Choir Practice 
We 04/01 6:45 pm FF Youth Service Project - NM 
Fr 04/03 5:00 pm Set up for Easter Party 
Fr 04/03 7:30 pm No Rosary 
Sa 04/04 8:00 am Set up for Easter Party 
Sa 04/04 10:00 am Jaycees’ Kids Easter Party 

Parish Events 
 

Su 03/29 8:00 am Lion’s Easter Event Setup 
Su 03/29 12:30 pm Lion’s Easter Event 
Su 03/29 1:00 pm Lenten Book Study - FR 
We 04/01 6:45 pm FF Youth Service Project 
We 04/01 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross 
Sa 04/04  No Individual Confessions 

Town Hall Meeting There will be a 
Town Hall meeting with Fr. Mitchell at    
St. Michael’s in Spring Hill on Monday, 
March 30, at 7:30 pm, to discuss the church 
merger.  
 

Ministry Schedules for April - June 
are available on the website and in the 
church.  

 

Spaghetti Dinner and Bake 
Sale St. Michael’s Catholic United 

will be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner 
and Bake Sale on Sunday, April 12 

from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm in Spring Hill 
Church  basement.  
 

Cash Raffle Tickets have been       
distributed. Please return the ticket stubs, 
money & any unsold tickets to Sue Meyer, 
Karen Rademacher or Duane Moscho or 
put in the St. Michael's collection marked 
"Cash Raffle" by Sunday, April 5. If      
anyone wants more raffle tickets contact 
Sue, Karen or Duane. Thank you for your      
participation.  

God’s Housekeepers for the 
month of April: *Tami Funk, 
Michelle Wenker, Terri Hoppe, 

Amy Van Beck, Karen Sand, and Stacy 
Hoppe. The first person on the list should  
contact the others to schedule a cleaning 
time. Thank you for being “God’s House-
keepers” for our church this month. 
 

Parish Seamstresses and Crafters 
This year the Parish & Quilt Raffle will be on 

Saturday, June 6, so it is time again 
to plan for the “Quilt & Fancy 
Work” raffle. If any of you have 

fancy or crafty items (doilies, afghans,     
towels, etc.) to  donate for the raffle – please 
call or contact me before Tuesday, March 31, 
so we will have time to get the raffle tickets 
printed with the information on them and 
have them ready to send out with the parish 

raffle tickets. Thanks in advance for sharing your talents to contribute to the Christian     
Women’s main source of funds. Also, if anyone would like to donate cash toward the expenses 
of the quilt, we'd appreciate that very much.  
     Jean Hopfer, Quilt Raffle Chm. 320-837-5239  



 
Divine Mercy Sunday – April 12, 2026 

Please join us in the Divine Mercy Sunday services 
at St. Rose of Lima Church in St. Rosa on Sunday, 
April 12, 2026. This is our fourth ACC Divine Mercy 
Sunday event and hope to continue this feast day 
in the future to recognize the graces granted by 
Our Lord. Please feel free to come for a portion of, 
or all the events in the afternoon.  

Schedule of Events 

Time Event 

2:00 PM Exposition 
of the 

Blessed 
Sacrament  

Begins    

2:15 PM 

  

Individual 
Confessions 
throughout 

the 
afternoon 

  

3:00 PM 

  

Divine 
Mercy 

Chaplet 

4:00 PM Confession Ends 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

4:10 PM Social in Church Basement 

 

 
 
Divine Mercy Sunday – What is it? 
(From thedivinemercy.org) 

Divine Mercy is an extraordinary promise that Our 
Lord makes to us. That whoever goes to confession 
and worthily receives Him in Holy Communion on 
Divine Mercy Sunday will receive the forgiveness of 
sin and all punishment. In fact, the grace that is 
received on Divine Mercy Sunday is like a second 
Baptism. For only Baptism forgives all sins and 
punishment due to sin. Yes, confession remits sins 
and eternal damnation due to sin, but it may not 
remove temporal punishment (such as purgatory) 
due to sin.  
 

 
 
How did we learn about Divine Mercy? 
(From Divinemercy.org) 
The message and devotion of Divine Mercy is based on 
the apparitions of Jesus to Sr. Maria Faustina Kowalska 
in Poland in the 1930s. Our Lord called for a special 
feast day to be celebrated on the Sunday after Easter. 
Today, we know that feast as Divine Mercy Sunday, 
named by Pope St. John Paul II at the canonization of St. 
Faustina on April 30, 2000.  

The Lord expressed His Will regarding this feast in His 
very first revelation to St. Faustina. The most 
comprehensive revelation can be found in 
her Diary, entry 699: 

My daughter, tell the whole world about My 
inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of 
Mercy be a refuge and a shelter for all souls, and 
especially for poor sinners. On that day the very 
depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who 
approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will 
go to Confession and receive Holy Communion 
shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and 
punishment. On that day are opened all the divine 
floodgates through which graces flow. Let no soul 
fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as 
scarlet…The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very 
depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be 
solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after 
Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it turns 
to the Fount of My mercy. 



Jesus told Sr. Faustina, “Paint an image according to the pattern you see, with the inscription: Jesus, I trust in You. I 

desire that this image be venerated first in your chapel, then throughout the world.”  

 

 
“I want to grant a complete pardon to the souls that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion on the 

Feast of My Mercy” (diary 1109) 

“Whoever approaches the Fount of Life on this day will be granted complete forgiveness of sins and 

punishment” (diary entry 300). 

“The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion will obtain complete forgiveness of sins and 

punishment” (diary entry 699). 

 

 

By doing the following on Divine Mercy Sunday, Our Lord’s promises to grant complete forgiveness of our sins and 

punishment on the Feast of Mercy. 

1. Celebrate the Feast (on the Sunday after Easter). 

2. Repent of our sins, place our complete trust in Jesus, and go to Confession. 

3. Receive Holy Communion on the Feast Day. 

4. Venerate the Image of Divine Mercy. 

5. Be merciful to others, through our actions, words, and prayers on their behalf. 



Church of St. John 
Physical Address: 20 State Highway 4 S.  

Meire Grove, MN 56352      
Church Basement 320-987-3631 
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Church of St. Andrew 
Physical Address: 211 W 2nd Avenue N.  

Greenwald, MN 56335      
Church Basement 320-987-3160 

Weekly Offering  
Total …………………………… $2,267.50 

Regular Adult Offering….……… 1,580.00 

Children’s ………………………. 0.50 

Plate/Loose ….…………………. 251.00 

Votives ...……………………….. 81.00 

Maintenance ……………………. 105.00 

Easter Flowers & Environment …. 130.00 

Catholic Relief Services ………... 100.00 

Catholic Magazine ……………… 20.00 

Weekly Offering  
Total ……………………………… $894.00 

Regular Adult Offering …………… 290.00 

Plate/Loose ……………………….. 259.00 

Votives ……………………………. 25.00 

Cemetery …………………………. 200.00 

School Support ….………………… 100.00 

Easter Flowers & Environment …... 20.00 

Liturgical Ministries  
Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 3 - 3:00 pm 
 

(S) Clara Kasper & Leo Kasper 

(L) Kathy Gilk & Linda Heinze 

(U) Dan Boecker & Dan Eveslage   

(EM) (B) Kris Winter 
(EM) (C) No Precious Blood 

 

Liturgical Ministries  
Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 5 - 8:00 am 
 

(S) Isaiah Gilk & Jackson Gilk  

(L) Cassandra Kettner  

(U) Bill Frieler & Steve Gilk 
(GB) Jim & Ruth Wehlage  

(EM) (B) Mike Barten 
(EM) (C) Clarine Beier & Herman Lensing 
(HK - April) *Cassandra Kettner, Doris 
Kraemer, Julie Kulzer, & Rose Lensing 

Ministry Schedules for April - June are 
available on the website and in the church.  

March 29, Sunday 

44th Annual St. Martin Baseball Breakfast Fundraiser at the        
St. Martin Parish Center. Serving from 8:30 am - 12:30 pm. 
Curbside pickup available 8:30 - 11:30 am. Adults: $12 in advance 
and $13 at the door. Children 6-12: $5. Preschool and under are free.  
Spring Sausage Supper serving from 2:30 to 6:30 pm at the          
St. Francis de Sales Parish Center, Belgrade. Tickets: Adults $10,        
Children 5 to 12 $6, Children 4 and under free. 
Ham Bingo at Holy Family Church Fellowship Hall 18777    
Riverwood Drive, Little Falls. Starting at 1:30 pm. 20 Bingo games 
for $5. 2 Blackout games for $1 a card per game.  
March 30, Monday 

Firearms Safety Registration and Informational Meeting for the 
Green Grove Rod and Gun Club will be held at the Meire Grove 
City Hall at 6:30 pm. Class size is limited, attendance is strongly 
encouraged to reserve a spot in the training and field day. Must be 11 
years of age to participate. For questions, please call Matt Silbernick 
320-470-0944, Brian Schmiesing 320-293-7976 or Brian Yarke        
320-267-4371.  

April 3, Friday 

Fish Fry at Melrose American Legion Post 101. Serving from   
4:30 - 7:30 pm, take outs available. Doors open at 3:00 pm. 
April 4, Saturday 

Greenwald Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 am at the Rec. Club Building. 
Prizes - Bring a Pail. Visit with the Easter Bunny. Sponsored by Rec 
Club. Everyone is invited.  
VFW Auxiliary’s Annual Easter Egg & Bake Sale at the Melrose 
American Legion. Colored eggs, bake sale, coffee and rolls begin at 
8:30 am. Lunch starting at 11:30 am. Everyone is welcome. 
April 11, Saturday 

Concert with Vocal Essence and organist Greg Zeleck at Saint 
John’s Abbey at 4 pm in the Abbey Church for an afternoon of    
exceptional music and community.  
April 12, Sunday 

Spaghetti Dinner and Bake Sale St. Michael’s Catholic United will 
be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner and Bake Sale from 11:00 am to    
1:00 pm in Spring Hill Church basement.  

Happenings Around the Area 
Look for more information about these and other events in Central Minnesota Catholic Magazine or Local Paper or Online 

Liturgical Ministries 
Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 3 - 1:00 pm 
 

(S) Carter Kelzer & Collin Kelzer 
(L) Doug Meyer & Kurt Meyer 
(U) Andrew Primus & John Primus 
(EM) Karl Meyer & Sue Meyer 

 

Liturgical Ministries 
Easter Vigil 

Saturday, April 4 - 8:30 am 
 

(S) Isaac Zenzen & Mya Nathe 
(L) Rita Meyer, Karen Meyer, Missy Illies, 
Jim Leukam, & Char Meyer  
(U) Ray Primus & Dennis Schmiesing 
(GB) John & Geralyn Primus 
(EM) Abby Zenzen, Daryl Zenzen, Nick 
Kelzer, & Jim Leukam  
(HK - April) *Linda Schneider, Joy        
Silbernick, Julie Wehlage, Abby Zenzen, 
Janice Funk, & Darlene Imdieke 

Ministry Schedules for April - June are 
available on the website and in the church.  

 

4th Annual One In Faith ACC  

Divine Mercy  
Sunday… 

  

Please join us for the Divine Mercy Sunday 
service at St. Rose of Lima church, St. Rosa 
on Sunday, April 12. This is our fourth  
annual ACC Divine Mercy Sunday event 
and hope to continue this feast day in the 
future to recognize the graces granted by 
our Lord. Please feel free to come for a 
portion of, or all of the events in the afternoon.  

 

Schedule of Events: 
  

Adoration  
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

 

Individual Confessions  
2:15 pm - 4:00 pm 

 

Divine Mercy Chaplet  
sung at 3:00 pm 

 

Closing of Adoration  
4:00 pm  

 

Social in the church basement   

 
What is Divine Mercy Sunday?  

Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated the 
Sunday after Easter - Sunday, April 12. (The 
Novena begins on Good Friday, April 3.) 
The great promise of this day is the       
forgiveness of all sins and punishment due 
to sin for anyone who would go to        
Confession and receive Jesus in Holy   
Communion on this very special Feast Day. 
According to the Divine Mercy Produc-
tions, one may receive the Sacrament of 
Confession twenty days before or after  
Divine Mercy Sunday. For more infor-
mation on Divine Mercy Sunday, visit   
thedivinemercy.org website. Please see the 
insert in the bulletin for more information. Thank You to all who helped make our Spring Fundraiser 

a huge success. Bingo and Bake Sales resulted in over $2,500 net profit and the Raffle 
brought in $11,003.89. Raffle winners are posted on all 3 doors of the church as well as 
listed on the One In Faith website.  
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Freeport, New Munich, St. Rosa:  
 

Contact Information: faithformation@catholic-centered.org 
 

• Grades 1-6: No Class We hope to see you at our end of the year 
Mass, fellowship, and registration night on Wednesday, April 22 
at 7:00 pm at Immaculate Conception in New Munich. 

• Grades 7-10: No Class this week due to our Egg Coloring    
service project. Next class will be on Wednesday, April 8. 

 

Service Project: 

• Egg Coloring Service Project for Grades 6-12: Wednesday, 
April 1 from 6:45-8:15pm at Immaculate Conception in New 
Munich. Students will participate in Stations of the Cross then 
move to the church basement to color Easter Eggs. 

Faith Formation 

 

One in Faith ACC Schools  

Gift Card Programs 
 

A gift card rebate program that allows you 
to purchase your everyday items with gift 

cards and earn money for our area Catholic 
schools without paying any extra money!  

 

A percentage of each gift card will be     
donated back to the area Catholic schools. 

Each school has a variety of local and         
national gift cards available to purchase.  

 Scrip 

 

Sacred Heart School 

 

03/22 $25 Bud Heidgerken - Freeport 
03/23 $25 Theresea Tschida - Grey Eagle 
03/24 $25 Keith Tschida - Paynesville 
03/25 $25 Jason Hellermann - Melrose 
03/26 $25 Dale & Katie Bertram - Melrose 
03/27 $25 Dick Koll - Melrose 
03/28 $25 Art Kerfeld - Melrose 

Catholic Schools News 

PASTOR: Fr. Mitchell Bechtold 
PRINCIPAL: Mary Miller     

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 

Kristen Pattinson 
SJSA BOARD:   

Amber Bueckers, Kathy Gilk, Adam 
Kalthoff, Kate Kelzer, Heidi Meyer, 

 Trista Roelike, and Jenny Wilson 
 

 Phone: 320-987-3133     
 www.sjsaschool.org 

PASTOR: Fr. Mitchell Bechtold 

 PRINCIPAL: Autumn Nelson  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:  

Briana Worms 

SMS BOARD:  
Jenn Lubarski, Cindy Hemmesch, 

Jake Primus, Pat Christenson, 
Lindsey Gruber, and Greta Rademacher 

 

 Phone: 320-256-4257     
 www.smsmelrosemn.org 

PASTOR: Fr. Dan Walz  
PRINCIPAL: Kristie Harren  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 

Amy Van Beck 
SHS BOARD:  

Myranda Beuning, Bethanie Ettle,     
Ben Kalthoff, Tamara Welle,    

 Lindsay Frieler, and Chris Klaphake 
 

www.shsfreeport.org   School Phone: 320-836-2591 
Toddler Center Phone: 320-836-2585   

Thank You to all that came to watch the 
6th Grade class’s amazing & moving perfor-
mance of the Shadow Stations. 

PreK will have a Field Trip on Tuesday, 
March 31. 

No School Friday, April 3 and Monday, 
April 6 for Easter break.  

SHS will hold a Parent Forum on      
Monday, April 13 to discuss the Anxious 
Generation book.  All are welcome!  

Designer Bingo Sacred Heart School is 
hosting their Designer Bingo on Saturday, 
April 18! Tickets are available online and 
Bingo packets will be available at the door. 
(sold separately) Contact the school office 
for details and more information               
320-836-2591. If you don’t have access to 
get your event ticket online, you can contact 

the office to reserve your event ticket.  

We are Excited to Announce that the 
Auction 4 Education has raised an amazing 
total of $154,567. Many thanks to all the 
SMS families, friends, community, and 
parish members for making this event such 
a wonderful success!  

School Board Position Candidates      
interested in running for a  position on the 
school board must submit a bio consisting 
of 125-150 words to Autumn Nelson 
at anelson@smsmn.org by Friday, April 3. 
The election will occur at Masses on April 
18 & 19. For more information on the  
criteria and qualifications please visit the 
school website  smsmelrosemn.org SMS   
K-6, SMS information. 

St. Mary's School is Selling Harry's Pizza 
until Wednesday, April 1. Please contact a    
current SMS family, the parish office, or 
the school to place an order. Orders can be 
picked up at the school gym on Thursday, 
April 16, from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

During Lent, families at SMS will collect 
dollars and coins to donate to four organi-
zations: Melrose Food Shelf, Fr. Newton, 
Food for Thought, and Simply Love Inter-
national. If you would like to donate to one 
of these organizations, please drop your 
coins off at the parish office or school.   

St. Mary’s Kindergarten Roundup is set 
for Thursday, April 2. Students will spend 
the day in activities from 8:00 am - 2:45 pm. 
If you are not currently enrolled at SMS 
and interested in Kindergarten Roundup, 
please call the office at 320-256-4257.  

Easter Break, April 3-6.   

• SJSA Students will Present Living Sta-
tions of the Cross on Tuesday, March 31 at    
1:00 pm and 7:00 pm at St. Andrew's 
Church in Greenwald. All are welcome.   

• No School at SJSA April 2, 3, and 6. Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter       
Monday. School resumes Tuesday, April 7. 
We wish you all a blessed Holy Week and 
Happy Easter!   

• Kindergarten Round - Up Join us for a 
jungle themed kindergarten round - up! 
Swing, roar, and explore -- discover       
kindergarten at St. John's - St. Andrew's 
Catholic School. Monday, April 13 from 
7:45 - 2:30 pm. RSVP to the school office 
at 320-987-3133.  

Melrose, Spring Hill, Greenwald, Meire Grove:  
 

Contact Information: faithformation@stmarysofmelrose.com 
 

• Grades 1, 3-6: NO CLASS on Wednesday April 1 (this class was 
transferred to March 18)  

• Elementary Faith Formation Service project: Wednesday     
April 1, Families who signed up to go to Roseview Manor for      
egg-dyeing; we will meet you at Roseview at the usual time, from 
6:00-7:00 pm!   

• All Faith Formation families: please celebrate the Holy Week  
liturgies at the Masses that work best for your families! See the  
bulletin or One-in-Faith website for times and places.  

mailto:anelson@smsmn.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://smsmelrosemn.org&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1773941910244542&usg=AOvVaw1Ny_Ph4N7X_YMB2mKiTi7n


Pg. 7 One in Faith Sunday Bulletin March 29, 2026 

Made in the Image of God: Seeing Ourselves and Others as 
the Body of Christ  All are invited to join in this diocesan retreat 
on Saturday, April 18 from 8:30 am-12:30 pm at the Centre for 
Christ in Sauk Centre. This year’s retreat, “Made in the Image of 
God: Seeing Ourselves and Others as the Body of Christ,” will focus 
on how we care for ourselves and how we serve community,        
recognizing both as our call in the One Body of Christ. The day will 
include fellowship, reflection talks, and time to spend in individual 
reflection and prayer. Registration is $35, including refreshments 
and lunch. Space is limited, so register before Wednesday,         
April 8 online at: https://forms.office.com/r/5j1rZUfWyZ.  
 

The Shepherd is Calling at the Mike and Alice 
Westrich Farm. All are welcome, especially elementary-
aged kids and their families, to come to know Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, first by understanding more what it 
means to be a shepherd of sheep! Activities include 
prayer, skits, crafts, Scripture and hands-on time with 
lambs. Saturday, April 25, 1:00 - 6:30 pm. Mass held at 4:00 pm 
with a hog roast to follow. Guests may bring a dish to share. Free 
will offering is accepted at the event or if you would like to give a 
gift now to support the event, you can do so at: stcdio/pay. Please  
select other donation and in blank box type Vocations. Address: 
1652 Abbey Road, Burtrum, MN 56318. RSVP by Friday, April 10 
at https://stcdio.org/event/the-shepherd-is-calling-2026/.  
 

Morning Prayer During Holy Week Holy Week morning 
prayers focus on reflecting on Jesus’ journey to the cross, centering 
hearts on sacrifice, love, and redemption. St. Mary’s Cathedral,      
St. Cloud, invites you to Morning Prayer at 8:00 am, Good Friday, 
April 3 & 8:00 am, Holy Saturday, April 4. 

 

St. Mary, Melrose 

•Weekdays & Saturdays a  
    half hour before Mass 

•Wednesday: 1:00 pm 

•Thursday (Spanish): 6:30 pm  
(Except the 1st Thursday) 

Sacred Heart, Freeport 

•Wednesday: 7:45 am 

•Friday: 7:45 am 

•Sunday: 7:30 am 
Immaculate Conception,     
           New Munich 

•Thursday: 7:45 am 

•Saturday: 3:30 pm 

St. Rose of Lima, St. Rosa 

•Tuesday: 7:45 am 

•Friday: 7:30 pm 

•Sunday: 9:30 am 
St. Michael, Spring Hill 

•Tuesday: 7:30 am 

•Sunday: 9:30 am 
St. Andrew, Greenwald 

•Thursday: 7:40 am 

•Saturday: 3:40 pm 
St. John the Baptist,  
           Meire Grove 

•Sunday: 7:30 am 

•Monday: 7:00 am 

Public Rosary...  
We have much to pray for and even more to be thankful for.   

All are invited and welcome! 

All Things New In recent weeks, some of you may 
have received fliers, petitions, and invitations from a 
group calling itself Our Catholic Revival, as well as 
notices about meetings led by canon lawyer Philip Gray 

regarding Bishop Neary's All Things New pastoral planning process. 
We want to be clear that these meetings, messages, and petitions are 
not sponsored, supported, or authorized by our parishes, our Area 
Catholic Community, or the Diocese of St. Cloud. They do not have 
ecclesiastical approval. Let us move forward together in faith, trust-
ing the Holy Spirit and keeping one another in prayer.  
    ~Fr. Mitchell & Fr. Dan 
 

Parish Office Closure The Melrose and Freeport Parish Offices 
will be closed on Friday, April 3. 
 

Colored Easter Eggs for Sale: Order your dyed  
Easter Eggs to support our Tri-Parish Youth. $5 per    
dozen. Call the Parish Office in Freeport at               
320-836-2143 to place your order. 
 

One In Faith ACC Employment Opportunity... 
•Director of Faith Formation & Youth Ministry The 
Church of St. Mary’s, Melrose, is seeking a full-time     
Director to oversee K–12 Faith Formation, Sacrament  

Preparation, and Youth Ministry. Applicants must be practicing 
Catholics in good standing, experience in teaching faith formation at 
different grade levels, able to meet diocesan Safe Environment   
requirements, and available for flexible scheduling (may include 
some evenings/weekends). Reliable transportation is required and 
salary is based on experience. For information or to apply: 
oif@stmarysofmelrose.com  

 

Tenebrae A Tradition at St. Mary’s Cathedral. Everyone is welcome 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral in St. Cloud on Good Friday, April 3, at  
8:00 pm for Tenebrae, which is Latin for shadows or darkness. At 
this event, participants will experience the gradual extinction of all 
lights in the church, symbolizing the temporary triumph of the prince 
of darkness over the Light of the World, and loud noises created at 
the end of the service by the assembly and ministers, suggesting the 
earthquake described in the Passion Narratives. 

 

Humane Vitae Award The Diocese of 
Saint Cloud presents annually the Humanae 

Vitae Award to a person(s) who has demonstrated extraordinary 
courage in promoting Natural Family Planning and the teachings of 
Humanae Vitae. If you know someone who has promoted the      
benefits of Natural Family Planning, submit your nominee by     
writing a descriptive essay (500 words or less) of his/her             
qualifications. Nominations are due April 27, 2026. More            
information can be found at https://stcdio.org/natural-family-
planning/ or by emailing omf@gw.stcdio.org. The Humanae Vitae 
Award will be presented on July 23, 2026 at the Humanae Vitae 
Mass and Award Reception at Saint Mary’s Cathedral in St. Cloud.  
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 

March 30 - April 3 
 

Tuesday 3-31 after 8:15 am Mass St. Rose of Lima, St. Rosa 
Wednesday  4-01 7:00 pm  Immaculate Conception, New Munich 
     (Led by the Tri-Parish Youth) 

 

Living Stations of the Cross 
 

Presented by St. John’s St. Andrew’s School 
 

Tuesday 3-31 1:00 pm St. Andrew, Greenwald 
Tuesday 3-31 7:00 pm St. Andrew, Greenwald 

https://v4dtdm9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ubf7IsbcZs6Q6G37MmgcfKGEJ4grTmpLMwC9ajaFnV9i5uQKM75vVLYSVQcHvPZMPDBn8FlPamVwEmpWfeA7grsIEkNwCJRl1yuFMCWy5YnW063l7U6b5QBKmwF9o6Il207pwrkJzdcaZ6tgB_0MMiTdATXskrndCV8ddFIJLgw=&c=rbpgl9-y5LqFJmN-wOEM559Bl_mtj6GxR8YhI2gnmbm
https://www.stcdio.org/pay
https://stcdio.org/event/the-shepherd-is-calling-2026/
https://stcdio.org/natural-family-planning/
https://stcdio.org/natural-family-planning/
mailto:omf@gw.stcdio.org



