First, a reminder to those who will be changing your place of Sunday
worship, whether on account of the merger of our parishes or the
adjustment of our Mass times. If you wish to be placed on the
ministry schedule at your new location, as a lector, altar server,
extraordinary minister of Holy Communion, usher, sacristan, or in
any of the ministries that help to make our worship so beautiful,
please notify the parish office so that we may add you to the schedule
there. This is especially important for those of you who have
faithfully served in these ways at your former parish. I do hope you
would continue to benefit the community at your new worshiping

location with your talents.

Please also know that when the merger takes full effect, by default,
those who have been registered parishioners of Saint Andrew’s or
Saint Michael’s, by default, will become registered parishioners of the
newly forming Parish of Saint Mary’s. You do not need to re-register.
If, however, after prayerful discernment you believe the Lord is
calling you to celebrate the Sacraments of the Church in a different
parish, I ask that you simply keep us informed. The parish office

stands ready to help any way that we can.

Second, July will be a month of some change and adjustment. There
will almost certainly be changes to some of our liturgical practices as
we bring the customs of our communities together under one roof.
There will be adjustments as we welcome new faces to our Mass
times and locations as those who are new to a church find their
footing. I think I can say with certainty, they won’t know if they have
'taken your seat.' I will also be watching closely in the months to
come to ensure the number of Masses we are now scheduled to offer
truly is sufficient to serve the people of our parish well, or whether
more would be needed. There might be more changes besides this:

some of which we can foresee, and some of which we cannot.

In the meantime, I ask you to join me in being patient and optimistic.
Not every detail will be perfect at once, and a measure of grace and
patience will carry us a long way. As I have often said, an easy
situation can be spoiled by a poor attitude, and a difficult situation
can be lightened by a good one. Hopefully any difficulties we face,
any yolk we must carry, will be made light with a spirit of patience

and hope.

Third, my heartfelt thanks to all who supported our recent raffle by

purchasing a ticket or through prayer. Your generosity is a genuine



support to our parish, and it was a joy to see so many take part.
Congratulations to each of our winners! The names of those who won

can be found in this weekend's parish bulletin.

And finally, with a consistent weekend Mass schedule now before us,
I look forward to being at each Mass on each weekend I am here.
While not delighting in the reducing of the number of locations, I am
happy at the prospect of seeing more of you more consistently than I
have until now. I pray and trust that God will continue to guide our

good efforts as we begin again.

Thank you, and God bless you. Happy Independence Day!

Our Lady, Star of the Sea, pray for us.

In Christ,

Father Mitchell Bechtold
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To the parishioners of the Church of Saint Mary,
serving the communities of Melrose, Meire Grove, Greenwald & Spring Hill
on the church campuses in Melrose & Meire Grove

Greetings.

And a happy 4th of July to you all! Or do I say a happy 250th? How
about both. This year our nation marks a truly remarkable milestone:
250 years since the Declaration of Independence and the formal
beginning of the United States of America. As we give thanks for the
many blessings of this country, let us also pray for our nation, that

she may ever be guided by God’s good grace.

This weekend carries a second beginning as well, one closer to home.
After many months of planning, prayer, and preparation, four of our
Catholic parish communities now, effectively, begin their life
together as one parish. The single Church of Saint Mary, celebrated
each weekend across the two churches of Saint Mary in Melrose, our
primary church, and Saint John the Baptist in Meire Grove, our
partner church. Because this is both a tender and historic moment,

allow me to share just a few matters that are close at hand.



